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Field Trip Reminder:  All students need to turn in their yearly field trip fee. This is $15 for most students. The fee is $25 for 6th grade students due to the costs of the DJ Angus research vessel.

Student Profile Forms

Thank you to the many parents that completed 

the student profile form. It is especially important for me to have up-to-date contact information, your student’s classroom teacher’s name, as well as know any health issues your child may have. If you have not done so already, please send in your child’s student profile sheet as soon as possible. It can be sent with your student on IMAGE day, e-mailed, dropped off at South Elementary, or forwarded to me by your child’s school secretary.

Fifth Grade Reminder: Permission slips for the GVSU Engineering Department field trip on November 14th or 15th are attached to this e-mail. Please sign and return.
Sixth Grade Reminder: Permission slips for the Frederik Meijer Gardens field trip on October 26 and 27 were already handed out in class, but an extra copy is attached to this e-mail. Please sign and return.
IMAGE Staff

Ashley Dickinson:  254-6803

     Program Teacher/ Coordinator

     adickinson@gpsbulldogs.org
Ryan Roberts:  254-6212

     Principal at South

     rroberts@gpsbulldogs.org
Classroom Website: imagebulldogs.weebly.com
Helping Gifted Students Develop Perseverance and Take Risks
This is an excerpt from 
Even Geniuses Work Hard
By: Carol Dwek
We can all agree that meaningful schoolwork promotes students' learning of academic content. But why stop there? I believe that meaningful work can also 
teach students to love challenges, to enjoy effort, to be resilient, and to value their own improvement. In other words, we can design and present learning tasks in a way that helps students develop a growth mindset, which leads to not just short-term achievement but also long-term success.
Individuals with a fixed mindset believe that their intelligence is simply an inborn trait—they have a certain amount, and that's that. In contrast, individuals with a growth mindset believe that they can develop their intelligence over time.

These two mindsets lead to different school behaviors. For one thing, when students view intelligence as fixed, they tend to value looking smart above all else. They may sacrifice important opportunities to learn—even those that are important to their future academic success—if those opportunities require them to risk performing poorly or admitting deficiencies. Students with a growth mindset, on the other hand, view challenging work as an opportunity to learn and grow. I have seen students with a growth mindset meet difficult problems, ones they could not solve yet, with great relish. Instead of thinking they were failing (as the students with a fixed mindset did), they said things like "I love a challenge.”
Students with a fixed mindset do not like effort. They believe that if you have ability, everything should come naturally. They tell us that when they have to work hard, they feel dumb. Students with a growth mindset, in contrast, value effort; they realize that even geniuses have to work hard to develop their abilities and make their contributions.

Take Aways from the Article:
During this year of IMAGE, please celebrate moments when your student struggles (that’s a challenge and an opportunity to grow), encourage your learner to take a risk and step outside their comfort zone, and please praise their perseverance during difficult tasks!
Opportunities for Parents of Gifted Students
Michigan Association for Gifted Children (MAGC)
The Michigan Association for Gifted Children continually offers excellent opportunities for families with gifted students. There is an upcoming conference in Detroit on October 15, 2016. The main focus on the conference is “Balancing Emotional and Academic Needs.” For more information, check out their website located at: http://www.migiftedchild.org/. 

IMAGE Class News:
3rd Grade- Bloom’s/Gerfuls: 
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Both third grade classes are off to a fantastic start and have also spent some time the past two weeks getting to know each other through our circle time ice breaker activities. Another big emphasis during our first class times has been that IMAGE classes don’t require students to do more work but, instead, higher level work that requires them to think more deeply and creatively.  Through various activities, the students have begun to learn the different levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy and have learned the difference between low level questions that just require a student to remember information, mid-level questions that require more application and analysis, and the highest level activities that require students to take what they have learned about a topic and create something completely new with it.  
To make this unit even more fun, the students have begun working through these levels as they learned about an imaginary creature called a gerful.  At just four inches tall, this amazing creature can clean your room, make plants grow taller, and even stop wars!  However, they are also very sensitive and require careful treatment. The students have already finished a low level activity where they were asked to remember facts about the gerful. However, we are progressing further up Bloom’s taxonomy this week. In just a few weeks, we will be using our highest level thinking skills to create a gerful habitat for John Ball zookeepers based on what we know about the gerfuls. Many supplies will be available to the students from our classroom, but they will each need to bring in a shoe box to create their gerful habitat, as well as any “extras” to enhance their design such as paper towel or toilet paper tubes, stickers, etc.  Feel free to send in a box or two any time in the next several weeks. By doing hands on activities, students will have a greater understanding of the difference between more work and higher level work. Hopefully, they are beginning to see that IMAGE will make them use their brain and their creativity!
4th Grade- Claymation
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The fourth graders have begun their claymation unit by learning the definition of stop motion animation, watching some professional examples of claymation (Wallace and Gromit videos), and have also viewed some of the example projects students created last year. Along the way, we’ve also incorporated some geography discussion into our lessons, as well. All this has been to prepare the students to select an important American historical figure that they will research and use as the basis for their own claymation movie. 

In class this week, students will form groups and select their historical figure. They will be placed in groups of two or three for this project, so we have already been talking a lot about sharing the work load fairly and compromising.  Once they select a historical figure, we’ll begin their research using online databases and websites on their Chromebooks. This unit will also include important lessons on determining the reliability of different types of websites when doing research. 
As they research their historical figure, they will be asked to find information about the person’s region and the time period during which their person lived, as well. Creating a timeline of their person’s life, a sketch of their person, a digital Wordle containing descriptive words pertaining to their person, and a mini biography will help enrich the group’s understanding before we begin our actual claymation.  
Ultimately, they will decide on one scene from their figure’s life to depict in their animation. The real fun will begin later on as the students create their clay models, background sets, and decide on any necessary props.    Look for details in the future newsletters on the technology portion of the unit as students bring it all together!

5th grade- Inventions
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The fifth grade inventions unit is now in full swing. Students have been learning about famous inventors and also utilizing creative thinking strategies. Our first creative thinking strategy is SCAMPER. Students are learning to substitute, combine, adapt, magnify/minimize, put to other uses, eliminate, and rearrange to come up with creative solutions to problems and even new inventions!


For about half of each class period, students have the opportunity to work in small groups at stations. It has been fun watching them create working cars and carnival rides at the motorized Lego station. At the snap circuits station, there are songs playing, light bulbs glowing, and propellers spinning, as they correctly complete the circuitry. As I walk around the room to each of the six stations, it has been so exciting to watch them learn and problem solve when they run into an obstacle. Check out even more great pictures from station time on our classroom website!
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Soon, we’ll move on to hands-on activities where we create different famous inventions from history, such as a water clocks and an early form of paper. Please keep sending in dryer lint for our paper along with other “junk” that you would normally recycle. We’ll be doing junk inventions towards the end of the unit, but we will be creating our dryer lint paper soon, and we could still use more white, grey, and/or colorful lint!
As the unit continues, we’ll be headed on to our inventor research and projects. We’ll use books and internet research to learn about an inventor of their choice. Students will use computer software to create both an inventor trading card and an inventor comic book featuring their inventor. It will be fun to see which inventors they select!

We are also heading down to the GVSU’s engineering campus on November 14th (Bulldog) and 15th (Maroon).   Permission slips and the field trip fee are due by the end of October. If you are interested in attending this field trip as a chaperone, please just indicate that on the permission slip. We’d love to have you. Thanks!
6th Grade- Public Art & Design
The sixth grade students have begun their public art and design unit. Hopefully, both experienced artists and novices alike are enjoying the challenges of our art workshop time. This unit will focus on creativity and evaluation skills, rather than simply on artistic ability. Students have been studying the elements of art to develop their art vocabulary. They have also been combining this with lessons on the Six Thinking Hats. The six thinking hats help students learn to look at things from various perspectives (positive, negative, emotional, creative, factual, etc.). We’ve been using these different hats to discuss great works of art, like the Mona Lisa. We’ll also follow Art Prize and evaluate what each of us do and do not like in this year’s competition.

A significant portion of each class period is currently spent working on the student’s art portfolio. Students must complete three mini-art projects over the course of this unit. There are nine choices overall, and each project is inspired by an artist we are studying. abstract duct-tape art, metal tooling, pop art, watercolor pointillism, subtractive soap sculptures, and much more has begun to fill our classroom! This year, one of the mini-project choices is to use TinkerCAD to design something to be printed on our 3D printer, so I am excited to start printing those items soon! These hands on experiences should hopefully help them understand the artists and styles we are studying even better than before.

As this unit progresses, our focus will turn from historical works of 2D art to modern public art. We will be discussing sculpture, murals, and monuments that are displayed for all people to see. We’ll talk about the reasons behind installing public art and how it is funded. I think this unit will build well off from the activities many schools and families are doing now for Art Prize. Eventually, students will create a proposal for an art piece they would like to see displayed in Grandville. They will have to create a design for their artwork, draw a map showing the location of their artwork, and also complete an artist’s statement that explains the motivation for their artwork. This art proposal will be evaluated as their unit grade.

As a part of this unit, students will also have the opportunity to visit Frederik Meijer Gardens and Sculpture Park on October 26th or 27th. Since those dates are quickly approaching, it is important that permission slips and money are submitted as soon as possible. If you have not already submitted your field trip money, please have your child’s regular teacher send it to me at South Elementary through inter-school mail. Permission slips came home last week and are also attached to this e-mail, so please return those as soon as possible. While at the gardens, students will take a tour with a docent, and they will also spend time in small groups creating their own sculpture. This field trip should inspire them and help them see how many different materials can be used in their own final project. If you are interested in attending this field trip, please note that on your student’s permission slip. We would love to have you come along. Thanks!
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